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Austria can   boast of  a  fine  record of  historical
forgeries.

Forgeries by lay rulers were also not uncommon. In
the 14th century the Austrian Archduke Rudolph, forged a
document to bolster up Austrian claims, known as the
Privftegium Austriacum, and fraudulently dated 1156. The
Austrian record in this matter was always bad. In the
18th century Maria Theresa was forced by her son, the
Emperor Joseph II, to seize a third of Bavaria (1778) on
the ground that Archduke Albert had been invested with
it in 1413. So he had, but he had made an Act of Renuncia-
tion in 1429, which the Austrians destroyed in 1778. When
its existence until very recent times was proved, the Austrian
diplomats asserted (falsely) ffhat it was a forgery. Austrian
diplomacy seems, therefore, often to have played with
forgery, and her later record is quite consistent with her
earlier. In 1909 the notorious Professor Friedjung accuse'd
certain Yugoslavs of being in league with the Serbs to
overthrow Austria-Hungary. In the trial that followed it
was proved by an Austrian judge in an Austrian court that
Professor Friedjung had been taken in by a series of clumsy
forgeries, which emanated from Count Forgach, the Austro-
Hungarian Minister at Belgrade, and were probably not
unknown to the Foreign Minister, Count Aehrenthal.
Count Forgach afterwards, as Under-Foreign Secretary,
helped to draft the Austro-Hungarian ultimatum to Serbia
in 1914. Its chief point was that the Serbian Government
was implicated in the murder of Franz Ferdinand, and this
was based on the testimony of a convicted forger. Who
wonders at the fate of Austria? x

Well may that question be asked!

My father had passed some time in Vienna after he
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